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Wishing all of our readers a Very Happy Christmas
A Plastic Village
by Joshua Phillips
Inspired by the Plastic Whale, who died from eating our plastic, I was interested to see how much plastic was in our village,
which could kill any wildlife. I wasn’t expecting much, but could have filled two shopping bags with the rubbish that we
found.
The Plastic Whale came in from the sea to a harbour, seeking human’s help. Something was wrong. It was weak, and could
hardly swim. They decided to put it out of its misery. The post-mortem examination showed its stomach to be full of plastic.
One bag was stretched down a length of its intestine, blocking any food. The whale’s blubber was very thin, as it had not
been eating – its stomach was constantly full of plastic. It was not just a one-off occasion. Sea birds, dolphins and more
whales are dying this horrific death.
Walking from the village to the church, then round to Sepycoe Lane, we found lots of rubbish, not just plastic. Bin bags, cans,
bottles, broken glass shards, packaging and two bags full of dog poo. The amount was astonishing. There were two polystyrene cups. Walkers crisp packets, Revels, M&M’s, Haribo’s, Mars bars, Coca Cola bottles, and packaging from almost any supermarket you can think of. They are all brands we know, but they are all single use plastics. 40% of the world’s plastic production is single use plastic. Even recycling is not as good as reducing the plastic we use.
Over years and years, plastic left outside will perish, breaking into tiny pieces. These filter into waterways, eventually
ending up in the sea. Fish can get caught in plastic bags and
die, or can swallow these microplastics. Plastic has a terrible effect on the environment.
Marine life is perishing all over the world because of human
behaviour. We must be more responsible. That is why I am
asking you to help with the conservation of the world. Recycle anything you can, use re-usable bottles and bags instead, and pick up any litter that you see. It is a global issue,
and can never be solved, but you can help reduce it.
Reduce, Re-Use, Recycle
For more information on the devastating effect of plastic,
visit: news.sky.com/ocean-rescue

Newsletters can be viewed online at: http://tinyurl.com/longfordnews or via this QR code
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Pets corner by Imogen Laugharne
Today I will be talking to you about a beautiful little dog
called Elsie. Last time I wrote in the Pets Corner, I wrote
about a dog called Molly who was a similar breed to Elsie
and like Molly, Elsie is a wonderful colour – she is dark apricot.
Elsie is a cross between a Cocker Spaniel and a Miniature
Poodle, so she is quite a calm but bouncy dog. Elsie has a
lot of things that she loves to play with and do, some of
which are: chew balls, get people to throw rope balls, go on
walks and she absolutely loves to lie down next to their rabbits’ cage and watch them.
One of the things that I could never forget to mention is
what she loves to EAT!! Elsie loves to eat things like raw
eggs, kibble, apple and carrots. One of the main reasons
that she likes carrot and apple is because when Kathryn
feeds their rabbits, Elsie loves to come and steal a few pieces, so now she will be given a carrot or an apple to chomp
on!
Elsie is one year old so she is really still a puppy, and she
only turned one at Halloween which was only about a
month ago now! The family got Elsie for a special birthday
present for Kathryn last year and instead of getting any pet,
they got a dog to help their younger son Charlie get over his
fear of dogs. Now he loves them, but before he was really
scared of them. Elsie’s type of temperament - like Molly’s is a calm, relaxed and kind type of breed and this has been
great for Charlie. Kathryn and her family have decided to
breed from Elsie and so there will probably be a litter of
puppies in a few years time. I will definitely be going round to visit then!
The family also have some other pets that I thought I would just mention, they have: 2 rabbits (as you know)
and they both have beautiful names, which are Blossom and Clover. They have three Guinea Pigs called Pickles, Chutney and Hannah. And they also have one very beautiful black cat called Meg.
I hope you enjoyed reading the Pets corner for this edition!

Play class—Top Toddlers
Please could I let every one know about the new Play Class, ‘TOP TODDLERS’ that I run.
It’s every Friday during term time at Dalbury Lees Village Hall DE6 5BE, 9.30 - 11.30am. (First visit free). It also
runs on Wednesdays 10-11.30am at Duffield Methodist Church.
A fun, educational play class for your little ones, with music, movement, craft, exploring and learning activities
to encourage imaginative, inquisitive minds.
I can be found on Facebook for more information.
Jacque Davis 07855 551234
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The Longford Book Group
By Angela Churchill

Two books read this time, including Love in the Highlands, one of The Pink Collection by the prolific Barbara Cartland. During her writing career, she published over 700 titles and sold over a billion books. None
of us had read Barbara Cartland before, and quite a few would have liked to keep it that way! We all dutifully knuckled down to reading it though. The book was far from a bodice ripper, and turned out to be a
frivolous romance set in London and the Highlands, (though we commented that we had no sense of place,
other than that when in the Highlands, male characters wore kilts). The story centred mainly on an array
of very wealthy, extremely good looking aristocrats. The beautiful, rich heroine was intent on escaping an
ugly, bankrupt suitor who was known not to wash. In avoiding this awful individual she fled to the Highlands and found true love. Views ranged from absolute drivel to “it does what it says on the tin”. We had
quite a bit of discussion about the rather odd book cover. The book was scored 4.

Book of the Quarter, The Keeper of Lost Things (Two
Roads) Book Group Score 6
The gentle tale of author, Anthony Peardew, his loving
friend Laura and how their lives connect to the parallel
story of Eunice and Bomber. After losing a precious gift
from his beloved, deceased wife, Therese, Anthony begins
collecting all kinds of lost items. His collection is passed to
Laura, who recruits Freddy and Sunshine to help her reu-

nite the lost things with their owners. Meanwhile Eunice
and Bomber continue their busy London lives, unaware that
they possess the one thing that will give Anthony and
Therese peace.
Some of the group very much enjoyed this story with its
range of characters and happy ending. Others found various aspects of the story a little hard to believe and rather
whimsical. Our attitudes to the lost things were quite different. Some loved the idea of keeping small finds on the premise that they must have been important
and meaningful to someone, others thought that the idea of taking home random items from the street
and cluttering the house with them, was unlikely to say the least. The many small stories attached to the
items were similarly either very much enjoyed, or found to be an unwelcome addition to the text. We all
liked the matter of fact manner in which the ghost inhabited the story, the character of Sunshine, and
also the way all the strands of the story came together to make a satisfying ending.
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Walks talk by Martin Grundy
In September Mick & Chris took us on a lovely circular walk around Ellastone and although the sun didn’t exactly
shine on the righteous, we didn’t get wet! At the start Mick hinted that there were “a few stiles” but in the event, Mrs
Valentine provided the entertainment with ten differ ent ways to negotiate one!
We all gathered at The Cock Inn, Clifton (a great little pub with a zany landlord) for rehydration and many thanks to
The Tunnies for funding a delicious spread of sandwiches & chips, of course!
The October walk, led by Alan and Mary, started in the attractive village of Parwich with its stone cottages, ancient
church, and a pond which the village volunteers were clearing as we passed. We were invited to help but politely
declined their kind offer and pressed on with our route over the hills to Tissington. While the climbs were challenging, the views of the limestone hills and valleys were well worth the respiratory challenge. The valley of Bletch
Brook basked in a generous layer of glorious mud which caused a few shrieks and wobbles, not to mention
chuckles.
We paused at Tissington for coffee before heading back, partially along the Tissington Trail, to Parwich. As we approached the village we had a clear view of the Minninglow Neolithic burial chamber but chose to take our old bones
to a warm welcome at The Sycamore Inn. In fact it was too warm, so we elected to sit outside and enjoy a large platter of sandwiches and, of course, a bucketful of chips. The food was so plentiful that even “The Gaffer” failed to finish it all.
Andy & Pat managed to book wall to wall sunshine for their walk in November. Although only a short 3.5m
amble around Church Broughton (through lots of mud, mud, glorious mud!) it was well attended with plenty of good
humoured banter.
Having used the car park as our meeting point for so long, we gave The Ostrich a try as our watering hole and whilst
we were given a warm welcome, that Longford hostelry of old sadly seemed a bit down at heel.
Carol is leading the December walk (3rd) from Shardlow along the Trent & Mersey Canal.
Annual walkers’ dinner is to be held on Fri 19th January 2018 at a venue to be announced.

Ostrich News
Where to begin?....Well the last 4 months have flown by, with crazy scooter
rallies, custom bike shows and the quackers duck race. So we would like to
start with a big Thank You! to those who have supported us this far!
I suppose the biggest update to report is that the pub will not be closing on
15th December. Myself and Paul will continue to bring you good beer (at a
reasonable price) and a warm welcome form here on in, and continuing with
all our regular features:
Curry night 3rd Friday of every month 6.30-9pm,
Sunday lunch 12-3pm only £6.95 or 2-4-£12, and last but not least our:
Interactive Quiz Night with Dr Pippens and Matron, last Saturday of every month 8.30pm, free to play, gallon of
beer for the winning team and free food! NOT TO BE MISSED!
Please check our What’s On board for other entertainment updates.
See you at the bar
Bex and Paul
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LONGFORD & DISTRICT PUMPKIN CLUB
NEWS
BY THE GROWERS GAFFER
The Annual Judging and Awards Ceremony followed by the Pumpkin Dinner and then the long awaited Fettlesome
took place at Boylestone Village Hall on the evening of Saturday 30th September 2017, 54 people attended, which I
think is a record.
Pumpkin entries were up on last year, with a lot of very big pumpkins entered, which I think reflected a good growing
year after the cold weather at the start of the growing season. Entries in nearly all the other classes were very good,
particularly the decorated, with some excellent entries.
SHOW CATEGORY WINNERS
HIGHLY COMMENDED
PUMPKIN
Weight
Steve Allen
Colour
Jeremy Bacon
Fettler
Jeremy Dunn
Decorated
Vicky Scotcher
Mary Hall and Marion Merkens
Girth
James Frost
Height
James Frost
Steve Allen
ONIONS
Set of 4
RUNNER BEANS
Longest
Set of 5
DAHLIA’S
Single Bloom
Vase

Mick Tunnicliffe
Janet Piper
Vicky Scotcher

ROSE
Single
TOMATOES
Set of 4

Pat Cree
Janet Piper

UNUSUAL VEGETABLE

Janet Piper

Pat Cree
Janet Piper

Congratulations to VICKY SCOTCHER for her ‘BEST IN SHOW’ entry and STEVE ALLEN as RUNNER UP.
For only the second time in the history of the Pumpkin Club a’Fettlesome was Declared’. It turned out to be a pumpkin rolling competition devised by Andy Cree and very exciting it was too.
All the category winners took part and was won by Mick Tunnicliffe.
A sumptuous feast was served, and a very enjoyable village occasion was had by all.
A big thank you must go to the Committee and to all those who donated raffle prizes, cooked fantastic food and
helped out on the evening, washing up etc and to everyone who supported the event, helping to make it a wonderful
occasion. The Grower’s Gaffer, and Texture Geezer (Jeremy Dunn) presented the awards, and the stunning raffle prizes. Thanks to John Wilson for acting as Judge for the occasion.
WE ALSO RAISED OVER £500 FOR TREETOPS HOSPICE CARE IN DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE OUR CHOSEN CHARITY THIS YEAR
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TREES IN THE CONSERVATION AREA
Just a gentle reminder to all residents who live in the Conservation Area. If you need to do any work on your trees,
then Planning Permission is required from Derbyshire Dales District Council.
There is no charge for the planning application.
Hedges along Main Street
Thank you to all who have cut back their hedges alongside the pavement. It has significantly eased use of the pavement, particularly at school times.

High Speed Broadband Update
The two required cabinets have been installed and should be live by the end of the year. Lobbying continues to get
Mammerton and other properties included in phase 3 of the Digital Derbyshire programme.
Further updates will be made at Parish Council meetings as and when information is available.
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Welcome to new Residents

Forthcoming Services

The Parish Council would like to take this

10th December
6.30pm Carol Service (Long Lane Choir will be in
attendance)

opportunity to say “Hello” and “Welcome “ to all
new residents of Longford

24th December

Your Parish Councillors can be contacted as follows:

11.30pm Midnight Mass/ Christmas Eucharist

Rob Wakefield

330144

31st December

Ginty Leedham

330356

10.30 am United Benefice Ecumenical Service at
Christ Church, Long Lane

Kevin Johnson

330410

7th January

Kevin Newman

330886

10.30 am United Benefice Eucharist at St Michael’s
Church Broughton

Lara Mosedale

330363

Clerk to the Council Mick Tunnicliffe 01335 330257

14th January
11.00am Plough Sunday Service - Brailsford & District
Ploughing and Hedgecutting Society

District Councillor Angus Jenkins 07786 995716
County Councillor Steve Bull 01629 580000 x36022

21st January
10.00am Friends and Family Service

Parish Council Meetings

11th February

Wednesday 6th December 2017

9.30 Holy Communion

Wednesday 31st January 2018

18th February

Wednesday 7th March 2018

10.00am Friends and Family Service
The Friends and Family Service is a new short service for all ages. This could be the service for you
so why not come along and give it a try - you would
be very welcome – light refreshments available also.
ST CHAD’S CHURCH, LONGFORD
Church Finances (again!)
As most of you will have seen, we have had to
drastically reduce the number of church services following the retirement of Rev Michael
Bishop. A direct consequence of this is that
our income has dropped proportionally.
It costs around £240per week to keep the
church running so I am appealing to the general public for some help. A simple straightforward means would be for anyone wishing to
make donations is to set up a monthly bank
standing order - quite painless really.
If you would like to support the maintenance of
this ancient 12th Century Listed Building in this
way, please contact Mike Lenderyou on 01335
330446 for a banker's order form.

All commencing at 7.30 pm in the Pump Room.
Please note these meetings are open to the public
and all are welcome to attend.

A Note for your 2018 diary:The latest date for your contributions to the next Newsletter
is

Monday 26th February 2018
W.I.

WI diary for the next few months:
Tuesday 9th January- Mig Holder (women’s work)
Tuesday 13th February- Angela Thompson (Glass etching)
Tuesday 13th March - Tracy Baxter (Loco Natural burial
ground)
We meet every 2nd Tuesday in each month at 7.30pm in The
Pump room in Longford. Everyone is welcome, if you need a lift
or for further information please call Lorna 07399 513167 or
Jacque 07855 551234
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