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Loads Happening at Longford, St Chad’s!
Ashbourne Foodbank - Informal Service for Lent - Sunday 18th March, 10am
Giving instead of, (or as well as), giving-up for Lent. Church is supporting work started by
Longford WI on behalf of Ashbourne Foodbank. Please bring a packet or can of food, or a
toiletry item to this 30-40 minute informal service. There will be a speaker from Ashbourne
Foodbank who will tell us about their work, some well-known hymns, and tea, coffee,
juice and biscuits to close. All donations will go to direct to Ashbourne Foodbank.

Lent with a Difference – 5 meetings starting Wednesday 21st Feb, 7.30-9.15pm
You are invited to join us at a very comfortable new venue (dare I say 5 star),
the Newton Room, Hollies Lane, Cubley. Each week we will have a cup of tea or coffee, see part of
the film “Chocolat” with Johnny Depp and Juliette Binoche, and then consider the relationships,
the characters, and draw out what might be happening beneath the apparent storyline about the
reaction of a conservative French village, to a stranger arriving and opening a chocolate shop during
Lent –and is it relevant to our lives? Please let
Jane Legh Jane.legh@cubleylodge.com 01335 330297 or
Angela Churchill angelachurchill@live.co.uk 01335 330118, know if you’d like to come along,
(no problem if you can’t attend all sessions come for those you can, do say if you’ll need a lift,
open to all, free of charge bring a friend if you like).

Every 3rd Sunday at St Chad’s, 10am for 30-40 minutes, Friends and Family Service
2 well known hymns chosen by members of the congregation, 3 prayers and a bible reading. No time to lose the
thread as there is always a little bit of chance for the congregation to get involved - never embarrassing, always
diverting but relevant, whatever your age! Drinks and biscuits if you have time to stay at the end. Everyone very
welcome.

Easter Egg Hunt and Decorate Church for Easter, Saturday 31st March
9.30 -11am
Come if you can and have some Easter fun at church!

Easter Day, Sunday 1st April, 11am
A traditional Easter Day service will be held in Longford at St Chad’s.

Please also see our usual column for Mothering Sunday and Church Spring Clean
All events open to everyone, you’ll be very welcome at any or all of them

Newsletters can be viewed online at: http://tinyurl.com/longfordnews or via this QR code
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Pets corner by Imogen Laugharne
Today in the Pets Corner, I am going to be writing about one of my very kind friends Matilda and her brilliant animals!
Usually, I only write about one animal, but today I am going to be talking to you about two animals. One inside pet, and a
farm animal that I haven’t yet written about!
Since I haven’t discussed any calmer and more relaxed animals in the Pets Corner yet, I thought it would be fun to describe Matilda’s two rabbits. The two lovely rabbits are called Toffee and Fudge.
Although they came together, Toffee and Fudge are different breeds. Toffee is a Dwarf rabbit (small and cute) and Fudge
is a Lion Head rabbit (very fluffy with a sort of mane round their head and face!) Believe it or not, these two adorable
little rabbits are still very young because neither of them are even one yet. Like all rabbits, they both love to eat normal
rabbit food but they also absolutely love carrots and cauliflower leaves.
Matilda’s family actually got Toffee and Fudge for Matilda’s little sister Pippa’s birthday in October last year when they
were only about four or five months old. Matilda’s dad got them from a friend of his who luckily had a Lion Head rabbit.
Fudge was the one that Pippa wanted so much because her friend had told her about the Lion Head rabbit and she really
liked the sound of them.
Just because rabbits are a bit smaller and more relaxed doesn’t mean that they can’t be a bit naughty and have favourite
things to do. Some of their favourite things to do are: be very tightly cuddled and have lots of attention and they also love
to wedge their food bowl down the steps of their cage and then get it stuck underneath the door so you can’t get it out
again! As you can probably tell from the names, Toffee and Fudge are very brown with bits of white. Fudge is a brown
fudgey colour with patches of white and Toffee is a toffee sort of brown! Over all Pippa loves them both loads but says
she prefers Fudge because he is “fluffy, cute and cool!”
And now for the farm animal. I spoke to Matilda about her sheep. Since she has so many sheep, I couldn’t focus on all of
them, so we thought that we would mention two of Matilda’s favourites. The two big fluffy sheep are called Jessie and
Jane and they’re both around four to five years old, a normal age for a sheep. However, Matilda has had them since they
were very young because her cousins bred Jessie and Jane themselves. Like a lot of farm animals, sheep don’t really have
favourite things to do, but instead of running around, they like to graze, be lazy and lie in the sun!
Jessie and Jane don’t really have a favourite food either, but they like to eat grass and love to eat grains and barley. Unlike the rabbits, they are both the same breed of sheep because they are Jacobs. However, they are different colours and
there’s always got to be something different so people can tell them apart. Jessie is brown and Jane is white.

Thank you, for reading this month’s Pet’s Corner I hope you enjoyed it!!
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The Longford Book Group
By Angela Churchill

Two more books read and digested by the group, both quite serious but gave us plenty of discussion.
Notes from an Exhibition by Patrick Gale had us focussing on the main character, Rachel, an acclaimed
artist whose death prompts the telling of her story by various members of her family. Each remembers
different aspects of their life with Rachel; all struggled with her very difficult character and total absorption in her art. Despite her personal anguish, none of us found Rachel a likeable character. We discussed her role as artist and mother, her husband’s relationship with Rachel and their children, and
whether Rachel chose not to take her medicine in order to produce better work, or whether her desire
not to treat her condition was part of the condition itself. We also talked about how much of the story
seemed to come from elements of the authors’ life experience, and the Quaker religion which features
throughout the story. All in all, we felt a well written and very well structured book. It achieved a Book
Group score of 7
Book of the Quarter, A Woman in Berlin, Anonymous, (Virago Modern Classics), Book Group Score 8
The translation of the diary of a thirty year old German woman, from April to June 1945, charting her
survival through the fall of Berlin. Another book that gave us a great deal to talk about. Living in an absent friends top floor flat at the start of the diary, the anonymous writer describes allied air-raids, her
companions in air-raid shelters, their hunger and fear when Russian soldiers occupy their suburb of the
city. In many ways a shocking and savage read, this is not an entirely bleak story. The author was a journalist before the war. Her observations are very astute and often full of irony. We see her determination to survive, using her little bit of Russian to best effect, and teaming up with “the widow” who lives in
an apartment below. By the end of
the diary, despite her extreme
experiences, she is managing to
meet friends in other parts of
Berlin and planning a new publishing venture with a few colleagues
who survived.
The author’s identity was only dis-

covered after her death in 2001.
If you like 20th century history,
there’s a very good foreword by
Anthony Beevor who describes
this book as,”one of the most revealing pieces of social history
imaginable”.
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Walks talk by Martin Grundy
Annual walkers' dinner was held at the Red Lion this year & well attended. A pleasure as always to welcome
our nonagarian, honorary member Roy Hill, who was in good form & whose flat cap was invaluable!

Jess & I are leading the first walk of the season on 4 th March way up in the far north – Hathersage! We're really
looking forward to welcoming the group for coffee, followed by a stunning (but inevitably quite hilly) walk of around
4 miles and lunch at ours afterwards.
Paul & Marion are leading the April walk (8th), of which more nearer the time.

Ostrich News
First of all we would like to Thank all of you who supported us through
Christmas, New Year & the cold wintery months. Also a big Thanks to
everyone who came along for the relaunch party after the refit { &
those of you who are yet to see the changes pop in & see the difference)

As some of you know we are no longer a Marstons pub {nor are we
closed or turning into flats} so Bass is now our permanent real ale on
the bar, with one rotating Guest ale soon to be 2 in Summer, We have
also replaced the San Miguel with a new craft lager Hop House 13.
We have extended our food offer & are now serving food daily. Snack
Menu Monday-Friday 5-9pm, & Saturday 4-8pm, Sunday lunches 12-3pm.
As of March 16th Friday Curry Night will be fortnightly 6.30-9.30pm

Now the warmer weather & lighter nights are just around the corner we have plenty in store for you........
Kicking off with live entertainment with The Delta Echoes on March 17th 9pm
The ever popular Interactive Quiz will remain the same, Last Saturday of Every Month – free to play, free food & a
gallon of beer up for grabs.
April sees the start of Classic Car & Bike meets- Tuesday evenings from 5pm & the 1st Sunday of every month 47pm with live music. Starting Sunday April 1st (Easter) 4pm so come & join us with DJ Mick Moonshine, & Bluegrass Band The Slow Down Boys, playing you classic country songs about country outlaws, hometown boys, & blue
jean girls, outlaws, dirt roads & back porches & that's just a taster of the entertainment to come, so before I carry on
writing & dominate the whole news letter. I will bid you a Cheery Ostrich good bye!
See you at the bar.
Bex & Paul
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LONGFORD & DISTRICT PUMPKIN
CLUB NEWS
Message from the Growers Gaffer, Mick Tunnicliffe
So another Pumpkin Growing Year is fast approaching and after much deliberation and consideration over a couple of pints of Pedigree Ale in The Ostrich it was decided at the Annual Committee
Meeting to once again hold a growers competition. This year the categories are ‘Mighty Pumpkin’,
Onions, Runner Beans, Tomatoes, Dahlias, Single Rose and a new category ‘Best Piece of
Vegetable Art’. You pr ovide your own onion, tomato seed, but the pumpkin, r unner beans
and dahlia seed will be sold on registration day by the Longford & District Pumpkin Club.
The cost of membership this year is the same as last, the Pumpkin Family Entrance costs just £6.50
and the ‘Full Monty Entry’ of Pumpkin, Runner Beans and Dahlia’s is £9.00

The crucial dates for your diary this year are:
PUMPKIN REGISTRATION DAY, SUNDAY 15TH APRIL, 12.30 - 1.30 AT THE OSTRICH
PRESENTATION NIGHT & GALA DINNER SAT 29TH SEPTEMBER, HOWEVER DUE
TO UNPRECEDENTED DEMAND FOR TICKETS WE ARE LOOKING FOR A LARGER
VENUE, WE WILL KEEP YOU POSTED.

WE ALSO INTEND TO HOLD A PUMPKIN QUIZ IN THE OSTRICH, AT THE MOMENT IT LOOKS LIKE FRIDAY 18TH MAY, WE WILL HOWEVER KEEP YOU POSTED
This year our chosen charity will be ‘THE DERBYSHIRE AIR AMBULANCE.
Last year the PUMPKIN SHOW raised a total of almost £700, for the NIGHTINGALE
MACMILLAN UNIT AT THE ROYAL DERBY HOSPITAL.
This was a fantastic amount and we hope to raise a similar amount this year with your help. We
hope that the Pumpkin Growing Season will be good to you this year, and I give you good cheer
and all the best of growing to all your produce. I look forward to another exciting year and hope to
see you for Registration Day at the Ostrich on Sunday 15th April

It only remains for me to say those traditional words to
commence the Pumpkin Growing Season:
BEGINNUS PUMPKINUS
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Joy’s Cookery Corner by Joy Beales
Banana and walnut loaf cake
Lined 2lb loaf tin, oven 160°C (fan)
Ingredients:

8 oz self-raising flour








6 oz sugar
1 teaspoon baking powder
2 eggs
2 mashed up bananas
4 oz Clover spread
2 tablespoons milk
2 oz chopped walnuts

Put everything in bowl and whisk well (whisk first without walnuts if you don’t want them to break up too much)
Put in loaf tin and cook on middle shelf for about 1 hour
Test with a knife down the middle of the cake – if the knife comes out clean it’s done.
Serve sliced and buttered, or just as it is!

THE MYSTERY OF THE PHANTOM KEY FLINGER OF OLD THURVASTON LANE
CONTINUED
I found myself standing in the middle of Thurvaston lane, not sure how I got there or what the time was, but it was
dark and to me felt like the middle of the night. I was a bit chilly and I was pleased to find I had possessed the good
sense to dress in warm clothes; also, I was not alone. I had a companion, our dog was with me. But the weird thing
was. Try as I might I could not remember getting dressed and going outside. My mind was cloudy what was I doing
there? Then all of a sudden it all came back to me, I remembered. The lights! The strange blue green light I had seen
through the bedroom window. Obviously I thought I had gone to investigate hadn’t I. But still found it very strange
that I could not remember getting up and going outside.
Looking up the lane I could see nothing, no lights at all, let alone blue green ones. The dog whined and pulled at his
lead. “Might as well go for a walk then,” I said to him. So off we went. It was a lovely night, clear and bright and with
a half moon high up in the sky so it confirmed to me that it was indeed the middle of the night. It was quiet, no
traffic, no night birds or animal noises. A bit too quiet I thought, a bit surreal.
Suddenly, things began to happen. The blue green lights came back. Our dog stopped abruptly, slipped his collar and
ran back down the lane tail between his legs before I cou*ld stop him. Something had spooked him for sure, and I
didn’t have to wait long to find out what.
I could not move, it felt like my feet where glued to the road. The lights got nearer, coming slowly towards me, and
right in the middle I could see a shape of something what was it?
To be continued in the next news letter….

Barry Piper
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Our Environment
By Joshua Phillips
I was so angry one day whilst walking the circuit behind the church, to find many bags of dog poo left in various
places.
One was left beside the phone box, one on the path near the Pump Room and some on the driveway near the
church. I have obviously disposed of them along with another bag of plastic waste and litter.

COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE
FROM LONGFORD
There is a new range of Community Bus Services available,
which Ashbourne Community Transport is operating
For Longford residents there is a service to Ashbourne on a
Wednesday. The service is free of charge for Gold Card holders
or £2 single and £3.80 return for other users
You have to book in advance and it is door to door service. They
also offer demand responsive services for social and leisure journeys.
For more information ring Hollie on 01335/300670 or e-mail at hollie@ashbournect.org.uk
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Welcome to new residents

Services

The Parish Council would like to take this

11th March

opportunity to say “Hello” and “Welcome “ to all
new residents of Longford.

9.30 am Mothering Sunday - Holy Communion
18th March
10am – Special Lent Friends and Family Service with
speaker from Ashbourne Foodbank. This is a 30-40
minute service, suitable for all ages. Please bring a tin
or packet of food or toiletries which will go directly to the
Foodbank.

Your Parish Councillors can be contacted as follows:
Rob Wakefield

330144

Ginty Leedham

330356

Kevin Johnson

330410

No service at Longford but you would be welcome at
another church in our Group.

Kevin Newman

330886

Lara Mosedale

330363

1st April- Easter Day

Clerk to the Council Mick Tunnicliffe 01335 330257

11am - Holy Communion

District Councillor Angus Jenkins 07786 995716
County Councillor Steve Bull 01629 580000 x36022

25th March

Details of subsequent Sunday Services will be given on
the Notice Board outside school.
Events

Parish Council Meetings

Saturday 17th March at 10 am we will be having
a Spring Clean in church so anyone who can work a
duster would be very welcome to give a hand. Light
refreshments, of course, will be available. The more the
merrier!

Saturday 31st March 9.30 to 11.00 Easter Egg hunt
and decorating St Chad's Church Longford for Easter
celebrations.

The Garden Fete will again be held at Longford
Grange by kind permission of Mr and Mrs Attwood for
which we give them our grateful thanks. The date is to
be confirmed.
News
We are pleased to welcome to our PCC Angela
Churchill as Churchwarden, and Patsy Goodall, Enid
Hawksworth, and Linda Pywell as new PCC members.
Their support is very welcome (we could do with a FEW
MORE MEN!).

Wednesday 11th April 2018
Wednesday 9th May 2018
Wednesday 6th June 2018
Wednesday 18th July 2018
All commencing at 7.30 pm in the Pump Room.
Please note these meetings are open to the public
and all are welcome to attend.

A Note for your 2018 diary:The latest date for your contributions to the next
Newsletter is

Monday 21st May 2018

W.I. Diary
-13 March - Tracie Baxter on Natural Burial Ground, Locko Park
- 10 April - Kate Taylor on Work/Life Balance
- 8 May - Pat Hall, Tableux Comedy
- 12 June - Visit to Bluebells Dairy, Locko Park
- 10 July - Caroline Fleming on A Sailing Adventure
Everyone is welcome and you don't have to be a member. 7.30pm in the Pump Room. Lots of tea, coffee and home
baking.
WI Coffee morning to be held on Wednesday 9th May, 9am-12pm at the Pump Room. Please come and join us at
this social event for tea, coffee, cakes, book stall, raffle and more. Proceeds to be split between our WI and a chosen
charity. All welcome. If you require any further information please contact Kathryn Ferris on 07977688652
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