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OAK TREE PLANTING  

IN LONGFORD 
 

In past times Longford was well known for its large num-
bers of mature oak trees and for various reasons there are 
now fewer than 30 of these splendid trees left in the vil-
lage. 

 
One of our residents has grown around 250 Oak saplings, 
around 50 of which will be ready for planting next season 
with the rest to follow.   

 
Bearing in mind that Oak trees can grow very large (up to 
40m tall),  if you would be interested in obtaining some of 
these saplings free of charge for your land, garden or even 
a space in a hedgerow please contact Councillor Kev New-
man on 01335 330886.    We would like to spread these 
trees over the entire parish so would welcome involve-
ment from the farming community. 

 
The saplings are approximately 3 feet high at present and will need protecting from wildlife and live-
stock as they continue to grow, depending on where they are planted. 

A single Oak tree can support up to 1000 other wildlife species according to the Woodland Trust. 

 
This is a great opportunity for anyone who cares about the environment to help put an enduring mark 

on the future parish landscape.  We can carry out the planting if required and hope to be able to provide 

tree guards. 

 

A list will be created on a first come first served basis and you will be contacted as the trees become 
available for planting and your name reaches the top of the list. 

 

THANK YOU 

Newsletters can be viewed online at: http://tinyurl.com/longfordnews  or via this QR code 
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Pets corner by Jack Tinker 

 

My name is Jack, and I have taken over from Imogen as author of “Pet’s Corner”. I am in Year 5 at 
Longford Primary School. On behalf of the Longford Parish Press I would like thank Imogen for all her 
articles in Pets Corner over past few years. She is now at QEGS in Ashbourne: so “Good Luck Imo-
gen!” 

Today in Pet’s Corner, I would like to tell you a little about my dog Rosie.  

Rosie is a Cavalier King Charles Spaniel and is one and a half years old. Rosie lives with me, my Mum 
and my Dad. She has a coat of a colour called Ruby which is a gingery-brown colour. 

This colour is unusual for a Cavalier. Rosie’s Mum is also a Ruby but her Dad is a Blenheim, which 
means he is a brown and white colour. Rosie’s Mum is called Heidi and she lives with my big brother 
and his wife. Heidi had 7 puppies in the litter in March 2017, but only 6 survived. Rosie was only 8 
weeks old when she came to live with us. She was very small but now she is as big as she’s ever going 
to get. She weighs about 7kg.  

Rosie loves meeting any dog, but especially loves meeting her mum Heidi and Heidi’s friend Gracie 
(who is also a ruby Cavalier.)  

Sometimes she is calm but sometimes she goes bonkers! Rosie is very easy to like. Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniels are one of the most adaptable of all dogs. Rosie likes to play in the garden and sit on 
our knees. This is especially nice in the winter as she keeps us warm! This is what the King Charles 
Spaniels were originally bred for in the 16th to 19th century, as companion dogs. You can see this in 
many old pictures of the rich people. This type of spaniel was a favourite of King Charles II, which is 
where the name comes from.  

Rosie loves her food and a special treat for her is scrambled eggs! Rosie’s favourite things are: chas-
ing anything with feathers on, sleeping, licking people, eating, and trying to catch her ball. There isn’t 
much she doesn’t like except footballs. Now Rosie is nearly grown up, she has to use a special water 
bowl, which stops her ears getting wet when she is having a drink. This bowl is called a “Spaniel 
Bowl”. 

She also loves being groomed and her favourite day is her monthly visit to see Bev at Longford Dog 
Grooming. She can’t walk along Main Street without trying to pop in for a visit.  

Rosie is a super dog: loving, lively, and enthusiastic. If you  ever meet her, she will be very pleased to 
see you! She has a motto which says “If you can read this, I will lick you”. 
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The Longford Book Group 

By Angela Churchill 

We have been enjoying our summer break for the past few weeks, but have had two get-togethers. The first was 

for a Morris Dancing afternoon which was great fun, but more difficult than it looks – having sorted out our left 

from right, we had to deal with a range of different steps whilst waving hankies or tapping sticks… That said, one 

of us was talent spotted as having potential, so maybe there’s hope! A far more relaxing afternoon was when we 

met much missed book group member Liz, at Scarthin Books tearoom. We couldn’t believe that we’d not seen Liz 

for 2 years and seamlessly continued chatting where we left off, including some book chats as Liz has set up a 

book group with her friends in Cornwall. 

Before the summer break, two more books were read and ruminated upon, a thriller and a classic; the latter cho-

sen to mark the 70th year of the NHS. 

Behind her Eyes by Sarah Pinborough was generally enjoyed by the group. The story kept most people engaged 

until the end, and the ending, which appealed to some but not all, was unexpected by everyone. We discussed 

Sarah Pinborough’s very vivid but quite dark imagination, the slightly flaky thirty-somethings who seem to popu-

late much of this genre, also obsession as opposed to love and had quite a long talk about dreams and lucid 

dreams. We scored this book 7    

Book of the Quarter, The Citadel by A J Cronin (NEL Books) Book Group Score 8 

This is the story of young doctor Andrew Manson setting, out in 1924 in welsh mining villages and following him 

through his ups and downs until, some years later, he establishes a practice with dear and trusted colleagues he 

has met along the way. The story pre-dates the NHS and reflects a great deal of the personal experience of the 

author, himself a doctor. The book generated a great deal of discussion: it was an interesting story in itself, An-

drew has difficulties and makes wrong turnings before we leave him; the story is a piece of social history and atti-

tudes in the book relate to the era in which it is set, and the book is of particular interest to anyone who has any 

connection with the NHS through their work, as have a number of people in book group.  We talked especially 

about how much medical training and standards improved with the institution of the NHS, and also how lack of 

funding seems to be leading to the return of some of the pre-NHS problems outlined in the story. The books other 

characters, particularly Christine, Andrews wife, were talked about and some book groupers gave examples of 

older female relatives they could remember, who had taken on the role of “wife” as shown in the book.      

Over the rest of the summer we are reading two new titles, including our very first book written by a blogger -

Book Group is entering the 21st century!  

 



4 

4 

  Autumn Edition 2018     Longford Parish Press                               Issue No 67 

 September 2018 

 

 

 
  

  

  

 

Walks talk by Martin Grundy 

Alan & Mary led the June walk, of which Alan says: 

We were a small but select team that set out from Wetton for the June walk in the sunshine. As 

promised, there were plenty of downhill sections to the walk starting with Wetton Hill, then Ecton 

Hill and then downhill to the Wetton Mill tea room where we paused for  a well deserved 

cuppa. After watching the antics of a Tree Hopper, we set off again along the Manifold Trail 

where we saw Swifts and some other brown birds of various sizes. Turning left we ambled up to 

Thor’s Cave and then back across the fields to Wetton and the Royal Oak pub. Unfor tunate-

ly the rest of Derbyshire had beaten us there so we had a long wait before we could quench our 

thirsts and finally relax in the sunny pub garden. According to Marion, we had clocked 4.65 miles 

in just under 2½ hours.  

 

This has been a sad time for the longstanding members of the group with the sudden deaths of 

Doreen Hislop and Roy Hill. 

Along with Des, Doreen was an active walker with the group for years and her name became syn-

onymous with the relative challenge of each walk according to the number of “Doreen stiles” it 

had! She always took the banter in good spirit and was a very special lady, who really will be 

missed by a large part of Longford's community and beyond. 

Roy was a self appointed honorary member of the group, who never  walked with us but al-

ways liked to attend the annual dinner and he was there & on good form in January this year at the 

ripe old age of 93. 

We're now well into the summer recess with the next walk led by Mick & Chris on 9th Septem-

ber. 

Ostrich News                                       

ANOTHER QUIZ ORGANISED BY THE 

LONGFORD & DISTRICT PUMPKIN CLUB 

Due to the success of the first quiz held 

in May,(there were 9 teams entered) and 

requests for another, we will be holding 

one on Friday 23rd November in The Os-

trich,  

Please look out for more details nearer 

the time, and don’t forget to put the date 

in your diary. 
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LONGFORD & DISTRICT PUMPKIN CLUB NEWS 

 

DUE TO POPULAR DEMAND!! 

THE LONGFORD & DISTRICT PUMPKIN CLUB JUDGING AWARDS & MEAL 

ANNOUNCE A NEW VENUE 

To be held at Dalbury Lees Village Hall on Saturday 29th September 2018  

All Pumpkins, Onions, Runner Beans, Dahlias, Tomatoes, Single Rose & Best Piece of Vegetable Art will be accepted 

from 6 00pm until 7 00pm. Please try to bring yours early to avoid a last minute rush. Dinner will be served at 8pm.  

The Presentation of Awards will be followed by a toast to the Mighty Pumpkin. 

The cost for an individual ticket is £8.  Please order your tickets in advance from The Grower’s Gaffer (Mick Tunnicliffe 

on 01335/330257, District Girth Assessor (Dave Hales on 330286), Gopher to the Grower’s Gaffer (Alan Hall on 

07730/051634  District Texture Geezer (Jeremy Dunn on 330482) or Shadow Gaffer (Ken Price) on 330178. 

Remember there is no drink available so bring your own 

WE ALWAYS HOLD A VERY INTERESTING RAFFLE, MORE SO THIS YEAR WITH SOME TWEAKING HAVING TAKEN 

PLACE, AND WITH EVEN MORE STUNNING PRIZES, IT’S WORTH THE ENTRANCE MONEY ALONE I PROMISE. 

PLEASE, IF YOU HAVE ANY LEFT OVER BOTTLES FROM THE FETE, OR ANY SPIRITS THAT YOU DON’T DRINK, OR 

CHOCOLATES YOU DON’T EAT, THEN WE WOULD BE VERY PLEASED TO RECEIVE THEM FOR THE RAFFLE. 

 

THIS YEARS CLASSES ARE: 

PUMPKINS : Weight, Colour, Decorated, Fettler, Girth and Height 

ONIONS : Best set of Four 

RUNNER BEANS ; Longest, Best Set of Five 

DAHLIAS ; Best Bloom, Best Vase of Flowers 

TOMATOES : Best set of Four 

SINGLE ROSE 

BEST PIECE OF VEGETABLE ART 

 

I would like to pass on my best wishes for the final few weeks of pumpkin growing.  I hope the season has been good, 

so I am looking forward to seeing some huge pumpkins this year 

This is a tense time as the climax of the season draws near, with decisions to be made as to which category to enter, 

but as you all know it’s the taking part, not the winning that is important. 

 

 

 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE DERBYSHIRE AIR AMBULANCE 
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 THE MYSTERY OF THE PHANTOM KEY FLINGER OF OLD THURVASTON LANE 

- NEARLY CONCLUDED 

  “I detect that you are of average intelligence,” he said in a condescending manner, at the same 

time looking down at the gismo in his hand I noticed. 

   “Thank you,” I replied, trying my best to sound grateful. Complements don’t come my way very 

often, especially in the middle of the night on Thurvaston lane!  

   “As you may well have guessed,” he continued quickly not giving me time to respond any fur-

ther. “I am not from your world. I shall not try to explain where I have come from as it will not be 

possible for you to understand.” 

   “Try me!” I replied abruptly. I was beginning to get annoyed with his supercilious attitude. How 

did he know just what I would or would not understand? He did not reply, I think he was distracted 

by the gismo in his hand it was moving as if it was alive, then it flashed tweeted and whistled a bit 

before it became silent and still. He held up his hand once again as before and gave me a reassuring 

smile. 

   “I am so sorry, I do apologise, I have just been reminded that I must not upset you. I am now in 

your world and must be more respectful. It has been decided to enlist your help as it appears you 

may be responsive to our request.” I felt much happier now his attitude was so completely 

changed. He needed my help! What could a mere mortal like me possibly do to help and just who 

was making the decisions, who were they?  

   “Of course I will, if I can.” I replied.   

   “Thank you, that’s most helpful. Have you or anybody you know found any keys in this vicini-

ty?” It took me awhile to take this in I can tell you. This was a request I least expected. 

   “Yes we have,” I replied gathering my wits. 

   “How many have you found and just where did you find them?” 

   “Something in the region of one hundred and twenty, we found them all on this lane from the 

junction at the bottom to the bends at the top of the hill.” 

   “Thank you that’s very useful. It seems as if I was on the right track to look here, presumably 

you have removed them as I have found none.” He replied as he prodded the gismo with his fin-

gers. It responded by making the most horrible squealing noise like some animal in distress, or 

worse. I put my hands over my ears it was so bad. My new acquaintance was clearly very annoyed 

and gave it a further bashing. It flashed whistled and writhed in his hand so much I thought he 

would drop it. By now I was now fully convinced that this thing was some sort of living creature.  

Eventually it calmed down and I presumed was back to normal. Whatever that was!   

   “Sorry about that I really must get it fixed. I should not have to keep apologising to you.” 

   “It’s ok don’t worry,” I replied. “It’s not a problem.” I was now feeling a lot more relaxed as 

strange as it may seem! I felt a rapport developing between us. 

 

This will be concluded in the next news letter. 

 

Barry Piper 
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TOP TODDLERS PLAYGROUP  

0-5 Years 

Friday 9.30am-11.30am At Dalbury Lees Village Hall DE6 5BE 

A fun educational group with music, movement, craft, sensory and learning activities to 

encourage imaginative, inquisitive minds.                                    

No need to book - just turn up.   Find us on Facebook or contact Jacque on 07855 551234  

 COKE’S EDUCATIONAL CHARITY 

APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS 2018 

Coke’s Educational Charity (Reg’d No 527028) is a local charity established in 1689 by Dame Katherine 

Coke to assist young persons living in Longford, Hollington, Rodsley and Alkmonton in connection with 

their education and training.  The Charity nowadays does this in part by making grants of modest fi-

nancial assistance to young persons under 25 years of age living in these villages who have left sec-

ondary school and are in, or are about to begin, university or college courses, apprenticeships or simi-

lar training.  The grants are usually paid in December or January and are limited to two grants per per-

son. 

Applications are therefore now invited for grants for the current year.  If any eligible young person 

wishes to submit an application for a grant, please do so in writing by 28 October 2018 to: 

Longford:  via Mr J C Dunn, Two Trees, Main Street, Longford, ASHBOURNE DE6 3DR or Mrs G Leed-

ham, Mill View, Longford, ASHBOURNE DE6 3DR  

Hollington: via Mr M D Monk, Pear Tree Cottage, 3 Old Hall Farm, Hollington, ASHBOURNE DE6 3GB  

Rodsley: via Mrs F M Sills, Ash Tree Farm, Rodsley, ASHBOURNE DE6 3AL 

Alkmonton: via Mr S R Spencer, Bentley Fields Farm, Alkmonton, ASHBOURNE DE6 3DJ 

Application forms can be obtained from any of the above-named trustees or applications can be made 

by letter stating (i) the applicant’s name and home address, & age; (ii) the course being undertaken, 

the name of their university/college/employer etc & what year of the course the applicant is currently 

in; and (iii) any specific purposes for which the grant may be sought in order to help the Trustees in 

considering the application.   

In addition, it will be necessary for applicants to provide written evidence that they have secured 

their place (or continuation of their study) at their university/college, or provide a letter from their 

employer confirming that their apprenticeship or training is being undertaken.  

CRAFT AND CHAT 

Longford Pump Room - last Tuesday of each month - 7.30pm 

Bring your thing (knitting, painting, etc) along with you - we'll put the kettle on. All welcome. 
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What’s Happening at St. Chad’s 

Thank you everyone who organised or supported the Church Fete in any way! June seems like ancient history 

now, but the record takings (net £3325) are vital to keeping our church open, for services, visitors and importantly 

for weddings, funerals and baptisms – of which we have had very many this summer.  

Lots has been happening at St Chad’s and more is planned as autumn comes. Here’s a quick update 

Outdoor Service (pictured) Over 70 people attended an outdoor service of Hymns and Hot Dogs at The Green 

in Dalbury Lees, organised by our Priest in charge, Jane Legh. Arranged chairs quickly filled, out came garden 

chairs and families sat on the picnic benches and seats at the edge of the green. It was the most beautiful of 

summer mornings and there couldn’t have been a better church than our glorious surroundings. Very large and 

delicious hot dogs followed the service. No-one wanted to leave!   

Church Maintenance Continues Essential and expensive works began this summer, including trunking and 

ducting of electrical wiring and work to the circuit box, to meet health and safety guidelines. A Derbyshire Fire 

Service officer also visited church to give advice. Further work is needed. 

Village Coffee Morning (pictured) A huge £647.05 was raised on the morning of Thursday 6th, to help pay for 

the electrical work in church. We had a lively morning of socialising of all ages, including a visit from school. 

Home-made cakes, teas, juice and also excellent coffee generously provided by the Longford Coffee Company, 

were greatly enjoyed; plants and bric-a-brac were sold, and numbers of cherries in a cake guessed. An enormous 

thank you to everyone for your support. 

Choral Evensong with Long Lane Choir and St Matthews Darley Abbey Choir 

Absolutely no need to go all the way to York or Cambridge when you can hear beautiful choral music at your very 

own St Chad’s. All welcome to come along and enjoy an evening of wonderful music, with a kind invitation from 

Anthony and Wendy Attwood to everyone present to join them at The Grange, Longford afterwards. Date for your 

diary: Sunday October 14th, service begins at 6pm, come early for a great seat.  

Friends and Family Service We celebrate almost year of these short, informal, all-age services. There’s always 

a little something to do mid-service, related to the Bible reading – “winning” a free holiday and playing a match-

stick game, to name but two.  On 21st October at 10am you can guess what’s in a tin and hear about Sir Gareth’s 

problems joining King Arthur and his knights. Also please look out for information about our Coat Service 

planned for November – hang on to any unwanted winter coats, they’re needed! 

Goodbyes and Welcome We were very sad to lose Roy Hill in June. He had been a member of Longford Paro-

chial Church Council for very many years, having served a long period as churchwarden and being our rural 

Deanery representative when he died. Roy will be missed by the village as well as the church. Finally, we are 

very happy indeed to welcome Anthony Attwood to Longford PCC. Anthony attended our June PCC meeting and 

has already been instrumental in organising some of our church events. 
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What’s Happening at St. Chad’s 

Photos from the Outdoor Service 
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What’s Happening at St. Chad’s 

Photos from the Village Coffee Morning 
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Joy’s Cookery Corner by Joy Beales 
 

Flourless Chocolate Brownies 
 
225g Dark Chocolate  
225g Butter 
2 tsps Vanilla essence 
200g Caster sugar  
3 Eggs . Beaten 
200g Ground almonds 
50g Dark chocolate chips 
50g Chopped cherries or walnuts  
 
Melt butter, add broken up chocolate and stir until melted. Mix in sugar and vanilla.  Then add ground 
almonds and eggs and mix well. Add chocolate chips. 
 
Turn into well greased brownie tin, or foil container, 30x20cms 
 
Bake in a preheated oven at 170deg C/gas mark 3 for 25 minutes (should have set, but still gooey) 
 
When cool, cut into 16 squares, 32 is workable. 
 
This is a quick, easy and very delicious recipe. 
 
They keep well in the fridge and are great warmed in the microwave with a cherry compote and ice 
cream as a pud. 
 
Enjoy!  
 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

This year’s Macmillan Coffee Morning will be held on Friday 21st September 2018, 9am - 1130 am, at 

Longford School. 

Hope to see you there. 

CLOSED CHURCHYARD TIDY UP 

Volunteers wanted to help with the Annual End of Season Tidy Up 

We will be pleased to see you, if you can spare a couple of hours or so, on 

SATURDAY 6TH OCTOBER 2018 

The work is not strenuous and the company is good 

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN TOOLS 

Thank you 
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ST CHADS CHURCH, LONGFORD 

Services 

Services for the following months are as follows:- 

September 16th  10.00am Friends and Family  

    Service 

September 23rd  6.30pm Harvest Service 

October 14th  6pm Evensong* 

* The Choral Evensong on 14th October will be led by 
the combined choirs of St Matthews Church, Darley 
Abbey and our own Long Lane Choir. 

October 21st  10.00 am Friends and  
    Family Service 

November 11th  9.30am Holy Communion 

November 18th  10am Friends and Family  

    Service 

The Friends and Family Service is a short service for 
all ages - children, parents etc.   

Everyone is welcome to all of our services. 

Welcome to new residents 

The Parish Council would like to take this              
opportunity to say “Hello” and “Welcome “ to all 
new residents of Longford. 

Your Parish Councillors can be contacted as follows: 

Rob Wakefield 330144          

Ginty Leedham  330356 

Kevin Johnson 330410 

Kevin Newman 330886 

Lara Mosedale 330363 

Clerk to the Council  Mick Tunnicliffe 01335 330257 

District Councillor Angus Jenkins 07786 995716 

County Councillor Steve Bull 01629 580000 x36022 

        A Note for your diary:- 

The latest date for your contributions to the next 

Newsletter is:   

Monday 20th November 

Parish Council Meetings 

Wednesday 3rd October 2018 

Wednesday 7th November 2018 

Wednesday 12th December 2018 

All commencing at 7.30 pm in the Pump Room.   

Please note these meetings are open to the public 

and all are welcome to attend. 

W.I. Diary 

 Tuesday 9th October - Louise Hilton speaking about Time Swap 

 Tuesday 13th November - Annual General Meeting & election of Officers followed by Pudding 

evening or quiz 

 Tuesday 11th December - Christmas Meal (venue to be confirmed and booking required in ad-

vance)  

Donations to Ashbourne Food Bank can be dropped off at the Pump Room at any time on the 

day of a meeting. 

WI meetings start at 7:30pm in the Pump Room, Longford. New members are always welcome, 

so if you are thinking about joining please just come along to a meeting. 


