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Pets Corner by Jack Tinker 
 

Hello  and welcome back again to Pets Corner. Today I would like to write about two dogs, Hettie and Tye. 
They both belong to Bev, who is also the owner of Longford Dog Grooming on Main Street, who was kind 
enough to let me visit and ask questions about her two pets. 
 
Hettie is an Irish Wolfhound and is 18 months old, the same as my Cav Rosie, but the size comparison is enor-
mous, as you would expect with an Irish Wolfhound. She is a lovely white and grey colour. Hettie is 31 inches 
tall! She weighs 60kg, which is a lot bigger than normal dogs. Bev got her when she was 8 weeks old. She likes 
to eat dry food, sardines and eggs. She likes toys that can’t break easily, because she is so strong that she can 
easily destroy normal dog toys by accident.  Once Hettie saw a squirrel, ran after it and broke through a fence. 
Luckily she wasn’t hurt, but we don’t know how the squirrel is. Small dogs hide under Hettie’s belly so she 
looks for them and sometimes can’t see them. I hope you can see from the photographs just how big Hettie is. 
If Hettie jumps up at you, she could easily knock you over, as she is so big and powerful. But she is very gentle, 
and would never hurt you on purpose. 
 
Irish Wolfhounds were originally bred for hunting. They are also the tallest dogs in the world, sometimes up to 
7 feet tall on their hind legs. A stray Irish Wolfhound was a friend of Paddington Bear in the film Paddington 2. 
 
Tye is a Border Collie and is 7 years old. He is a black and white colour. Bev got him when he was 9 months old 
as a rescue dog. He likes dry food twice a day. He likes balls as toys. When I saw Tye, he never left his ball 
alone, and was asking for someone to throw it for him all the time. When Tye goes for a walk with a few peo-
ple, he likes to round them up as if they were sheep. Tye is a lovely friendly dog, who gets on well with Hettie. 
Border Collies are usually working sheep dogs, who are very intelligent and obedient, as they have to be when 
they are working with animals. I’m sure there are quite a few Border Collies living around Longford! Many of 
you will remember Shep and Meg from the children’s TV series Blue Peter. Both of these dogs were Border 
Collies.  
 
Thank you to Bev for her time, and my thanks for reading Pet’s Corner. I would like to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Have a great time and eat as much chocolate as you like, but don’t let 
your dogs have any!  
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The Longford Book Group 

By Angela Churchill 

Two more books read and digested plus a trip to hear some ghost sto-

ries at Tissington Hall have kept us busy. One of our reads was a bit 

different in that it was the first we’ve read by a blogger. Part-Time 

Working Mummy is the book by Rachaele Hambleton whose online 

following is in excess of 400,000. As well as containing a few of her 

own and her followers’ posts, the book tells us about Rachaele’s diffi-

cult childhood, addiction, the violent relationship with the father of her 

first child and her current life with her new partner and their 5 children. 

Very mixed views on this book. A summary from one of us was that it 

was a bit like reality TV in a book. We scored it 6. 

Book of the Quarter, Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult (Hodder Paperbacks) Book Group Score 7  

A fairly new book by this writer of issues-based novels. Ruth, a black 

American nurse with an excellent career record, is made scapegoat 

for the death of a baby whose white supremacist parents refuse to al-

low her to care for their son. The support of Ruth’s colleagues falls 

away and despite her flawless character she struggles to defend her-

self. Meanwhile we learn more about the parents of the baby and how 

they have become committed to violence and hatred. The story ex-

plores conscious and unconscious discrimination and the many ways 

it makes life very difficult for those on the receiving end. During our 

discussion there was a lot of sympathy for Ruth and the impact on her 

son, some debate on how well the law protects people from discrimi-

nation, and a feeling that the final part of the storyline about the baby’s 

mother was not quite believable.  

We’re now looking forward to fitting in one more book before Christmas and of course, our usual  

Christmas outing.   
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Walks talk by Martin Grundy 

Mick & Chris led the September walk (just over the border into Staffordshire of course!) on a mellow autumnal 
day. There was a good turn out with lots of banter, although no one volunteered for any of the rides as we bor-
dered Alton Towers! Rosie, the new K9 member of the team, only just about kept up and Mary saved us a good 
table at the Alton Bridge Hotel, where most of us enjoyed a drink in the autumn sunshine. 
Jess & I had to miss the next walk and so (with quite some emphasis on our former next door neighbour!) Jere-
my reports: 
October’s walk, delayed by a week because the rains came, was eventually held on a lovely sunny autumn day. 
The walk took in some local footpaths, that not everyone knew, to the the Longford fishing lakes. Our group would 
like to apologise for piercing the serene tranquility that the fishermen and women were enjoying. The first high-
light of the walk was provided by our visit to the fishery cafe. Some of us (including Mick of course!) tucked into a 
much deserved sausage cob with lashings of HP sauce and all washed down by a steaming mugful of hot coffee 
(milk and no sugar). Having fortified ourselves we returned by a slightly different route to The Ostrich where the 
beer was spot on, so Mick managed just a couple. He did however have most of the sandwiches, which he didn’t 
really want at all, but they were delicious. A typical Longford village discussion ensued and eventually we all went 
home and lived happily ever after. 
By the time this goes to press Carol will have led the next walk (18th Nov) and no doubt she'll have come up with 
a good one. 

Joy’s Cookery Corner by Joy Beales 
 

Vinegar Cake. Thank you Ginty for giving me the recipe, the cake is delicious, so l thought it would be just right for 
the newsletter.... 

225g plain flour, 

Half a level teaspoon baking powder, 

One level teaspoon of mixed spice, 

Half a teaspoon of ginger.   

Rub in 125g margarine to the above. Stir in 125g demerara sugar, 125g currants, 60g raisins, 1 egg.  

Dissolve a level teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda in a quarter pint of milk and 2 tablespoons of vinegar.  

Mix liquid with dry ingredients, pour into 1lb loaf tin (greased and lined).    

Bake at 180oC for approximately 50minutes. 

Enjoy! 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

A huge thank you to everyone who kindly supported the Macmillan Coffee morning in school on Friday 21st Sep-
tember.  The excellent amount of £853.00 was raised for this very worthy cause. 

TOP TODDLERS PLAYGROUP  0-5 Years 

Friday 9.30am-11.30am At Dalbury Lees Village Hall DE6 5BE 

A fun educational group with music, movement, craft, sensory and learning activities to 

encourage imaginative, inquisitive minds.                                

No need to book - just turn up.   Find us on Facebook or contact Jacque on 07855 551234  
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LONGFORD & DISTRICT PUMPKIN CLUB NEWS 
BY THE GROWERS GAFFER 

 
The Annual Judging and Awards Ceremony followed by the Pumpkin Dinner took place at Dalbury Lees Village Hall on 

the evening of Saturday 29th September 2018, 50 people attended, just 4 short of our record attendance last year 

Pumpkin entries were about the same as last year, with a lot of very big pumpkins entered, which I think reflected a 

good growing year after the cold weather at the start of the growing season. Entries in nearly all the other classes 

were good, particularly the decorated, with some excellent entries, the quality which is shown by an unprecedented 

three highly commended rosettes being awarded 

SHOW CATEGORY   WINNERS    HIGHLY COMMENDED 

 

PUMPKIN          

Weight    James Frost                  

Colour    Tony Buckley                   Kelly Leedham                                        

Fettler    Patricia Tompkins   Pat Cree   

Decorated   Mary Hall                   Elenor Lovatt, Vicky Scotcher& Alan Hall 

Girth    Steve Allen     

Height    Kelly Leedham   Steve Allen 

ONIONS                       

Set of 4     Vicky Scotcher   Mick Tunnicliffe   

RUNNER BEANS                      

Longest   Rachel Allen    

Set of 5    Rachel Allen 

DAHLIA’S       

Single Bloom    Pat Cree    

Vase     Ginty Leedham      

BEST VEGETABLE ART         Vicky Scotcher   Barry Piper 

ROSE 

Single Bloom   Pat Cree 

TOMATOES 

Set of 4   Mary Hall 

 

Congratulations to STEVE ALLEN for his ‘BEST IN SHOW’ entry and MARY HALL as RUNNER UP.  

A sumptuous feast was served, and a very enjoyable village occasion was had by all. 

A big thank you must go to the Committee and to all those who donated raffle prizes, cooked fantastic food  and 

helped out on the evening, washing up etc  and to everyone who supported the event, helping to make it a wonderful 

occasion.  

We hope you enjoyed the new venue, which I think was a great success with a bit more space for everyone. 

The Grower’s Gaffer, and Texture Geezer (Jeremy Dunn) presented the awards, and the stunning raffle prizes. 

Thanks to John Wilson for acting as Judge for the occasion. 

 

WE ALSO RAISED OVER £500 FOR THE DERBYSHIRE AIR AMBULANCE OUR 

CHOSEN CHARITY THIS YEAR     

 

 



6 

6 

 Winter Edition 2018      Longford Parish Press                               Issue No 68 

 December 2018 

 

 

 
  

  

  

 

 THE MYSTERY OF THE PHANTOM KEY FLINGER OF OLD THURVASTON LANE 

-  CONCLUDED 

   “Now I will explain. First of all, when you met me I had to form into somebody you could understand and 

relate to. I hope I got it right?” 

   “Yes I can go along with that.” 

   “Good I am so pleased. I was not trying to insult your intelligence when I said that you would not be able 

to grasp just who I was.” 

   “I’m ok with that now.” I replied. 

   “Fantastic!” We were really getting on now I thought. “So,” he continued. “We visit your world on ap-

proval so to speak. Normally we are not allowed to communicate, but sometimes things can go wrong.” He 

looked down disapprovingly at the gismo as he made this remark I noticed. “At the moment things have 

got way out hand beyond our control almost. But we can put it right and that’s what I am doing here now.” 

He paused to let all this sink in. “We have what we call the keeper of the keys, you would call it a tradition 

in your world, and it goes back a long time in our past. Now, unfortunately it has gone astray in its quest. 

Somebody in your world will be missing a lot of keys and I fear it’s now far too late to put things right and 

return them to their rightful owners. Now having found this locality, there may be others of course, we can 

act. You may find more keys but rest assured eventually it will stop.” So that’s what it’s all about I thought, 

but I had no time to think of a response, as he was about to conclude matters very quickly.   

   “I am going to take my leave now. It’s been good to communicate with you, it will be a shame if we don’t 

meet again, but you never know!” He started prodding the gismo again, and this time he seemed happy 

with the result. “You will not remember any of this,” was the last thing he said as he disappeared in a final 

spectacular display of the swirling blue green lights.  And I didn’t! Not straight away that is.      

   For ages something was nagging me, something just out of reach. It was the dog that brought it all back. 

Something was clearly troubling him he was very nervous would not leave my side, something had clearly 

upset him. Maybe the gismo didn’t work on dogs, or perhaps it was faulty, whatever the reason was I 

don’t know, but the whole thing came back to me in a rush, every detail. Somehow I knew I had to write it 

all down on paper and very quickly, because I had a feeling it would all fade away, and that’s exactly what 

happened, leaving me with no 

recollection of those strange 

events of that night on          

Thurvaston Lane.   

 

   I still have no idea if it was real 

or some sort of strange fantasy, 

but the keys are real; I have a 

big bunch of them.  

 

What do you think?   

 

Barry Piper      
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What’s Happening at St. Chad’s 

We’ve experienced some wonderful support over the autumn, as you’ll see below.   

Church has a Loo at Last! This summer more than ever, church users have desperately needed to nip to the loo dur-

ing weddings, funerals and baptisms as well as services…only to find that no such facility exists. The many difficul-

ties of installing a toilet in Grade 1 listed St Chad’s, which has no water supply, led us to enquire about portaloo 

hire for forthcoming Christmas events. Mention of our ongoing “toilet problems” was met with the very generous 

gift of a permanent portaloo, plus its ongoing maintenance. We were able to choose a disabled toilet which is 

spacious and suitable for all, which was promptly delivered, and is now tucked away out of sight, but convenient 

to the church entrance. Further work will take place to make safe the approach to the loo and to put in place 

some pleasing screening. A toilet at church will make a huge, positive difference to church events for many peo-

ple - our grateful thanks to the Marsh family for this very kind gift. 

A joint Remembrance Sunday service was held at St Michael’s Sutton on the Hill, to mark the centenary of the end 

of World War 1. St Michaels was packed to the point that there were not enough service sheets and hymn books 

to go round. St Chad’s poppy wreath was taken to the service to be blessed, with a group from the St Chad’s con-

gregation returning to Longford church where the wreath was placed, after some short prayers and readings.  

This year, it is particularly well worth visiting the St Chad’s memorial to the thirteen soldiers who gave their lives 

in the two world wars, since as you can see in the photograph, we have a silhouette, beautifully made by David 

and Jayne, which along with the wreath, form a moving tribute in this important year of remembrance. 

About 40 adults and children were in church for the November friends and Family Service to hear Katherine Bates 

from Derby City Mission give us an absorbing short talk about the missions work with the homeless. This was origi-

nally to be our “Coat Service” but City Mission told us that there was even greater need for other items as well. 

Katherine explained that City Mission, a Christian charity, was formed by Derby churches, volunteers and other 

agencies, to co-ordinate and improve efforts to help homeless people. Though the bulk of their work is with the 

homeless, Katherine explained that City Mission is available to help anyone in great need and added that in her 

experience at the mission homelessness is far more often caused by life circumstances than addiction. Food, 

warm clothing, showers and toiletries, beds for the night, counselling, debt advice and more, are offered with the 

aim of making real long-term difference to lives wherever possible. Once again our parish showed their kindness, 

with Katherine saying that she felt quite overwhelmed by the large number of donations received from such a 

small community. Katherine said that every sleeping bag, item of food, clothing and every toiletry donated would 

free up money for City Mission to use on accommodation, shower units and counselling. Thank you very much to 

everyone who came along to this service, to everyone who made a donation and to Katherine for spending Sun-

day morning with us. 

Not to be missed - A Celebration of Christmas is taking place at St Chad’s on Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th Decem-

ber. Pop in during the daytime on Saturday to see church decorated as never before, enjoy a mince pie or hot 

drink, browse handmade gifts and there will be fun for children too. Saturday evening brings a Concert of Music 

and Voice in the same beautiful, festive surroundings, (tickets required for the concert-telephone 01335 330151, 

£8 including drink, under 16’s free). On Sunday if you’d like a quick second to peek at the decorations, church will 

be unlocked in the daytime, then arrive early in the evening to see St Chad’s in candlelight for the service of Les-

sons and Carols, beginning at 6.30pm and ending with nibbles and drinks. All money raised will go towards work 

on church electrics and other important refurbishments. Again St Chad’s PCC would like to thank very much the 

many people who have helped and supported preparations for this special weekend of celebration.  

St Chad’s Wishes You a Peaceful and Joyful Christmas 
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What’s Happening at St. Chad’s 

                      Our new facilities! 
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LONGFORD ST CHAD'S WAR MEMORIAL 

 

To mark the centenary of the end of the Great War, we publish this            

memorial to men of the parish who died in the service of their country.  

Compiled with additional information by kind permission of the Common-

wealth War Graves Commission. 

 

To the Glory of God and in Memory of the Men of this Parish who fell in       

The Great War 1914-18 

 

AUSTIN Algernon, (Algie Reginald). Private 1800, 1/1st Service Derbyshire 

Yeomanry, died 20th August 1916 age 27. Son of Philip Austin, of Hollington, 

Brailsford, Derby. Buried at Struma Military Cemetery, Greece. 

COPE George. Gunner 85844 S Battery, 99th Brigade Royal Field Artillery 

died at Salonika 31st May 1918. Native of Brailsford near Longford. Buried at 

Taranto Town Cemetery Extension, Italy. 

JACKSON Frederick. Unable to locate the correct record listed with the 

CWGC. 

JACKSON Thomas. Unable to locate the correct record listed with the 

CWGC. 

JACKSON William Edward. Private 240681, 2/6th Sherwood Foresters Notts 

& Derby Regiment killed in action 21st March 1918 age 21. Son of Mrs Louisa Jackson of Blackwater Cottage, Longford.     

Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, France. 

MORLEY Frank William. Gunner 23080, 107, Howitzer Battery, 7th Brigade, Australian Field Artillery, killed 19th October 

1917 age 28. Son of James & Hannah, of Hollington near Longford, Derbyshire. 

MURRAY Ernest. Private 2127, 44th Australian Infantry died 13th October 1917 age 23. Son of John & Myra of Hollington 

near Longford and brother of John who also fell. Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium. 

MURRAY Jack (John). Private 5875, 17th Australian Infantry died 15th April 1917 age 28. Son of John & Myra of Hollington 

near Longford and brother of Ernest who also fell. Commemorated on the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, Somme, France. 

REDSHAW William. Rifleman 70631, D Coy, 16th Sherwood Foresters Notts & Derby Regiment died 23rd November 1917 

age 22. Son of Charles & Mary of Rodsley near Longford. Buried at Wimereux Communal Cemetery, France. 

STONE Ernest. Corporal 75224, 35th Division, Signal Coy, Royal Engineers 

died 5th April 1918 aged 27. Son of Thomas of Longford. Buried at Querrieu 

British Cemetery, Somme, France. 

WRIGHT Edward. Private 20832, X Coy, 6th King's Own Yorkshire Light     

Infantry died 15th September 1916 aged 25. Son of William & Emma of Hol-

lington near Longford. Buried at Delville Wood Cemetery, Longueval Somme, 

France. 

WRIGHT George. Driver 152486, Royal Field Artillery died 26th July 1917 age 

21. Son of William & Emma of Hollington near Longford. Commemorated on 

the Amara War Cemetery, Iraq. 

 

1939 - 1945 

 

SHAW Arthur. Private 14984732, 10th Green Howards (Yorkshire Regiment) 

attached to the 12th Parachute Regiment, died 3rd April 1945 aged 19. Son of 

Harry & Edna May of Rodsley near Longford. Buried at Ruchswald Forest War 

Cemetery, Kleve, Germany.  

Their name liveth for evermore 
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ST CHADS CHURCH, LONGFORD 

Christmas Celebration 

Saturday 8th December  

10.30 am to 4.30 pm  A celebration 
of Christmas. We have dressed the 
Church with a beautiful tall Christmas 
tree, Christmas arrangements, a sparkling entrance and invite you to 
join us. 

Enjoyment for all ages, with face painting,  make your own glitter 
bauble to take home or hang on the Children’s Christmas 
tree.  Christmas Stories will be told throughout the day. 

Christmas Market with handmade gifts,  Christmas 
cakes,  decorations and a deluxe Christmas Raffle to include, A 
Fresh  Turkey, Christmas Hamper, Christmas Pudding, Spirits and 
wines. Hot Chocolate, coffee and tea.  

7.30 pm - a concert of music and voices.  Long Lane Singers and Josh-
ua Phillips, 4 clarinettists (Clarismatic) plus other guest musicians (to 
be arranged) 

Tickets £8 including a glass of wine and nibbles. 

Services 

Sunday December 9th  

Candlelit Carol Service, Sunday December 9th, 6.30pm 
followed by mulled wine and refreshments 

January 13th   9.30 am Holy Communion 

January 20th  10.00am Friends and Family Service 

February 10th 9.30 am Holy Communion 

February 17th 10.00am Friends and Family Service 

March 10th  9.30 am Holy Communion 

March 17th  10 am Friends and Family Service 

Please see the United Benefice services grid for details of other ser-
vices  

The Friends and Family Service is a short service for all ages - 
children, parents etc.   

Everyone is welcome to all of our services. 

Welcome to new residents 

The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity 
to say “Hello” and “Welcome “ to all new residents 
of Longford. 

Your Parish Councillors can be contacted as follows: 

Rob Wakefield 330144          

Ginty Leedham  330356 

Kevin Johnson 330410 

Kevin Newman 330886 

Lara Mosedale 330363 

Alan Hall   216300 

Clerk to the Council  Mick Tunnicliffe 01335 330257 

District Councillor Angus Jenkins 07786 995716 

County Councillor Steve Bull 01629 580000 x36022 

 

A Note for your diary:- 

The latest date for your contributions to the next 

Newsletter is:   

Monday 18th February 2019 

Parish Council Meetings 

Wednesday 12th December 2018 

Wednesday 30th January 2019 

Wednesday 27th February 2019 

All commencing at 7.30 pm in the Pump Room.   

Please note these meetings are open to the public 

and all are welcome to attend. 

W.I. Diary 

Tuesday 11th December   Christmas Dinner at Blenheim House, Etwall - 7 for 7.30pm 

Tuesday 8th January           May Pole Dancing  

Tuesday 12th February        Betty's Sewing and Needlecraft 

 

WI meetings start at 7:30pm in the Pump Room, Longford. Non-members are always welcome. 

 

Merry Christmas 


